
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of Arkansas’ Early Intervention Network 
 

 

Your child may have been referred by your doctor or other medical professional for  

“early intervention,” but did you know that families have options? 

First Connections 
Early Intervention under IDEA, Part C 

Early Intervention Day Treatment 

Centers [EIDT] 
(formerly DDTC / CHMS) 

Private Therapy Provider 
(outpatient clinic therapy) 

Our approach is to help you know how 

to help your child develop and learn.  
The developmental approach “Part C 

Programs” use emphasizes parent 

involvement every step of the way. Parents 

work with their EI team to set goals that 

align with your family’s priorities, concerns, 

and interests.  Professionals coach parents 

and other caregivers to incorporate 

intervention strategies into typical activities 

so your child has meaningful opportunities to 

develop functional skills in context. “Part C 

Programs” maximize the many hours of the 

day between “therapy sessions” as 

opportunities for working on movement, 

speech, social skills, etc. As a result, there 

may be a difference between what a 

physician prescribes or a therapist 

recommends and services on the 

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) 

your EI team develops with you. If there is a 

difference, it does not necessarily mean we 

have different goals for your child, only a 

different approach to achieving them.  Your 

IFSP is reviewed quarterly with you to assess 

progress. 

Our approach is to surround your child 

with intensive support in a high-quality 

early learning environment designed 

primarily for children with disabilities 

or special health needs.   
 

Using a developmental rehabilitative/medical 

model, professionals develop a plan of care 

to address your child’s special needs 

identified through a comprehensive 

evaluation process.  Results of evaluations 

are shared and discussed with the family.  
 

While family involvement is required to 

review and approve the plan, the parent 

generally is not present or actively involved 

in implementing the plan at the center your 

child attends.  These early learning centers 

support your child’s early learning in a 

classroom setting while professionals on 

your child’s team work closely with your 

child in direct child therapy services 

provided on site.  Child progress is assessed 

both formally and informally and updates on 

child progress are regularly shared with 

parents. 

Our approach is to provide your child 

with high-quality therapy that 

remediates developmental deficits and 

builds skills that support your child’s 

development.  
 

Using a therapeutic model, professionals 

with experience in using play-based therapy 

techniques make learning fun. Based on your 

child’s special needs identified through both 

general and specialized evaluations, the 

therapists on your evaluation team develop a 

plan of care to address your child’s special 

needs. While family involvement is required 

to review and approve the plan, many 

services are delivered in state of the art 

outpatient clinic settings. The parent may be 

present in therapy sessions. Parents, 

however, generally are not required to be 

present or actively involved in implementing 

the plan or participating in sessions. 

 

Child progress is assessed both formally and 

informally and updates on the child’s 

ongoing progress are shared with parents. 


